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The project is located on a small, 37 foot wide
lot on a pedestrian “Walk Street™” in Venice,
CA. Rather than create one “object building,”
two buildings attached by an open-air bridge
was conceived to create a courtyard space to
give the occupant the feeling of being outside or
underneath the second floor while maintaining
privacy. The larger of the structures is used as a
residence while the other is used as an art studio
and guestroom over a garage. The ground floor
extends from the exterior courtyard into the in-
terior and vise versa to blur the definition of in-
terior and exterior space.

Large. sliding doors are concealed so that the
ground floor appears to be open to the exterior
courtyards. A large exterior 2-story chimney
wall frames the terminus of the courtyard while
concealing the adjacent 2-story neighboring res-
idence. The exterior fireplace at the second
floor flanks an outdoor sleeping porch and seat-
ing area off of the perforated breezeway bridge.

Walls on the first floor are intentionally held
from touching the ceiling of the second floor to
allow for a clear line of site over neighboring
residences and giving the illusion that the sec-
ond story is floating above the first floor. The
mass of the second floor elevations 1s divided
into sections of positive and negative spaces
that reinforce the destabilization of the wall
plane. Some of the vertical slices are specific to
selective views of nearby palm trees. A central
floating stair divides the spaces and leads to a
usable roof deck framed by high solid parapet
walls providing privacy and strategically edited
views of the distant landscape.

A continuous skylight, that opens to serve as
a shaft 1o facilitate stack effect ventilation,
frames the stair that will float from the ceiling
of the second story. The exterior walls of the
second story are covered in a smooth, steel
roweled, integrally pigmented stucco and turn
inside horizontally to form the interior ceiling
of the first floor further emphasizing the weight
of the “floating” mass above.
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East elevation

Narth elevation

1
S
e
G
s
S AR

North elevation: studio

[Z

West elevation

AN T N=THT =, BEFENHD o+ —
AP — b CHLAWITT 14— b3
Mo, 1o RO HD M LD, BT

v Y THALZ2DOMTHEL ThEEZ>< D, {k
AP FIHIWD I BRI, 7T —%
ToORENLTOBIIVwWHRDLLIZLEG EEL
foo KERjoMREE, —~HIZEAY A =4,
FAT—FAZFFEHL—FThL. 1L P
WTHDNEEASNIBIZEAD, FF0MbvE,
LS OBE R R B

KEGFFTIZLEVADLIOT, | BHEPEEce
WA ND., 2HOB3S2E0OF L=
— = LATEEOSR I, 2 ETOR
KOHMEELD, 2BHZH 250 & WK 4
DV FEMET L7 2 V% Ao —Er
T oR—FEBEERATVD,

1| B OBEE 2 RO IR 2 D Tl RIS
WTHEGRIIASTE 24, BTt L s i o
MR LR, 2B O LIZIEAATD
Ly et A B 2RO, B L
EERLMOFWZE T, BEHOFLELELA
e HiLd . T2 W st v L 20l
L1k, 5 OMFoREoED il ol b %
fhts, FAATYD LI Srp BB IR
BT EALREETHRS. fLPFuBREF
2, 7348 —%F0, E{ORREHREMCE
KLTHETLHEZ V) v FTFOMv 7y
Pet—NTHELTWS,

B LR L B RAEERITE Y+ 7
FoofEll b BT, BT ARD AT b, 2B
DENDPSIEDATOUEL ) LHEEZHN T
Do 2WEOVEEE, GOTTRO M R
LAYy aThbh, Fiud AT A
2T IRORIERLKL, TOLIC {Fh&8" v
ADER & X5 (2HNT 5,

Architects: David Hertz, AIA Architects—
David Hertz, principal-in-charge:

John Meachem, project architect; Keith Ireland,
associated architect

Clients: Doug Binder

Consultants: C. W. Howe, structural; Monterey
Energy Group, mechanical

Program: single-family residence and studio
Structural system: steel frames with wood frame
Major materials: steel-trowelled stucco, alu-
minum, steel, concrete, glass

Site area: 3,145 sq.ft.

Built area: 2,500 sq.ft.

Total floor area: 2,500 sq.ft.
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