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More organic in feel is the excellent
work by ,‘&'}';n‘fﬂ.\'fﬁ. Syndesis, a multi-
disciplinary design firm, manufac-
tures and designs with a recycled
concrete-like product named “Syn-
decrete”, created by the company’s
Sfounder David Hertz. It is made of a
cement-based composite with natu-
ral minerals and a variety of post-
consumer scrap materials, including
plastic regrinds, wood chips, and
crushed glass, Bic razors and com-
puter chips. It is available in a
seemingly infinite range of colors
and has become the mouldable ma-
terial of choice for many designers.
Hertz himself is designing buildings
employing “Syndecrete” for many
fixtures and fittings, in tandem with
hi-tech,  solar-powered  operating
systems and other r(’t'_rt'h’d mate-
rials. Hertz is both a man with an
ideological mission and successful
entrepreneur. He has created a
range of thoughtful buildings which
characterized by an FEastern calm
and minimalism and a sculptural
presence, have an architectural
quality often missing from ecologi-
cally-conscious  buildings. Recent
built works include Phase 1 of the
Lehrer Residence and the Tadao
Ando inspired Venable Studio in

Venice, Ca.
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