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Second floor

First floor



This project was designed and built by the ar-
chiteet for his young family. The site is a tight

40 by 90 foot lot in Venice, California. Rather

than give up 15 feet of the rear yard to a drive-
way off the allev as required, the architect cre-
ated a detached garage and located. by variance,
the 15 feet between the two structures to form a
courtyard. The two structures are connected by
a bridge at multiple levels

The project employs several integrated envi-
ronmental strategies which include: solar do-
mestic hot water and radiant heating and cool-
ing, natural ventilation by automatic electric
skylights and windows, whole house ventilation
and screened combination doors and hopper
windows, and natural and nontoxic interiors and
finishes. Several innovative materials are used
throughout. including rammed earth site walls,
poured in place concrete walls, furniture and
floors, integrally pigmented stucco and plaster
and exposed fir framing. The architect fash-
ioned all counter tops. sink basins, tubs. show-
ers, and fireplaces out of Syndecrete, the precast
lightweight concerete which he developed. In the
spirit of Schindler and Neutra, the building
takes advantage of the coastal climate by creat-
ing outdoor spaces, including a sleeping porch,
outdoor fireplace and multiple roof decks which
arc used for growing c¢dible landscape and
recreation
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Interior

Architects: David Hertz AIA Architect—David
Hertz, principal-in-charge: David Hertz, David
Thompson, Stacy Fong, project team

Clients: David Hertz, Stacy Fong

Consultants: Gwynne Pugh, structural; Earthstar
Energy Systems/Scholefield Solar, Hydronic
Solar Radiant Systems, mechanical: Stacy Fong.
interior; David Hertz, landscape

General contractor: owner builder with Michael
Macdowell Construction Consultant

Structural system: poured in place concrete,
wood frame, stucco

Major materials: vertical grain douglas fir tim-
bers. steel troweled integ
poured in place concret
Site area: 40 f1. <90 fi.
Built area: 2,700 sq.t.
Total floor area: 132.8m
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