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DURING THE RECESSION, THEY FOUND WORK AROUND THE WORLD. WITH
L.A. "UNDER CONSTRUCTION’ AGAIN, THEY'RE BACK IN ACTION LOCALLY

PROFILES OF 25 ARCHITECTS SHAPING THE L.A. SKYLINE
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25 of L.A.’s Most Well- Regarded Architects

David Hertz

PRESIDENT, SYNDESIS INC.
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Spemalty Energy-efficient homes, OﬁICCS
Notable project: Eli Broad Family Foundation

Gallery
“D()ING well by doing
good” is an apt

motto for David Hertz.
Since 1984, when he found-
ed Syndesis Inc., Hertz has
focused on designing inno-
vative, environmentally
efficient buildings.

“A lot of our architec-
ture is how we can rethink the way construction
methods and materials are used, how we can
live a little lighter on the land, and how we can
explore innovative technologies for efficiency,”

Hertz said.

That includes developing new products that
are environmentally friendly, such as Synde-
crete, a synthetic concrete that is half the weight
of normal concrete with twice the strength.

He also recycles manufactured waste into
usable building materials. Broken-up records
and cassettes from Rhino Records, which
would have gone to landfill, were used to cre-
ate a synthetic concrete floor for the compa-
ny’s corporate offices in Century City.

“We try to add these qualities at no addi-
tional cost, and often times there are some
cost benefits,” said Hertz, whose 20-member
firm generates $2 million in annual revenues.
“And if you can make a more efficient build-
ing, then you can reduce operating costs,
which can be considerable if you look at
those over a longer period of time.”

Hertz has designed homes in Venice, Bel
Air, Malibu, Topanga Canyon and Holly-
wood. His client list includes celebrities such
as Michael Keaton, Martin Mull and Sugar
Ray Leonard, and companies including Uni-
versal Studios, Warner Bros., Rhino Records
and Whole Foods Market.

“We are able to synthesize environmental
concerns into beautiful buildings,” Hertz said.
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