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For his. own house, archite
5

David Hertz designed a bri
of energy-efficient glass
living areas in front wi

dren’s quarters in baz

rior courfyard made

eliminating an attach

his house is an opportunity to practice what I preach,” says archi-
tect David Hertz, who teaches a course on the ecology of architec-
re at UCLA. Known for using recycled and environmentally safe
building materials, Hertz sees his recently completed home in Venice “as a
working experiment to test and live with concepts I believe in.”

Instead of installing conventional air conditioning, for example, Hertz
developed an elaborate system of windows, front and rear, to take advan-
tage of the coastal location by capturing and cireulating cool ocean
breezes throughout the rooms. Strategically placed electric skylights open and close
automatically to allow hot air to escape. “Ifit rains, they close. Ifit gets too hot, they
open,” Hertz says. “You don't have to be here for them to work.”

‘lo heat the house, Hertz recycled a solar panel from an old commercial building.
Radiant heat from water warmed by the panel circulates through tubes to heat the
concrete slab floors as well as tubs, the built-in living room bench and the main south-
tacing wall that cuts through the house. “It may look like a cold surface, but it’s warm,”
Hertz says of the floor, which ranges in temperature between 65 and 72 degrees
Fahrenheit, By forgoing a forced-air heating system, he also gained 2! feet of ceiling

space and eliminated ducting and attic space where dust and mold love to grow.
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Inside and out. the home teamives products fashioned from recy-

cled materials, Countertops, sinks, tubs and fireplaces are made of

Svndecrete. a lighuvetght concrete Hertz developed out of 50% recy-
cled materials, which can include decorative machine parts, bottle
glass and ground-up vinvl records. Colortul sample ules from his

Sviddests showroom line the e kwav, Wood forms used tor l:()lll‘(‘({-

AU

~ In the living room, |

are arranged arou
coffee table and fir
concrete bench, desi
associate David Thon

crete floor can be w

im-place concrete were dismantled and twrned into the
front deck, "Wherever 1 could,” he explains, "I oied 1o use
ton waste, c'\|)t‘('i.l“\' wood.”

Hertz also wanted a nontoxic environment [or as wite.
their three voung children. “Even though people spend 3(

of their time indoors, we are just on the threshold of imp
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door air quality.” savs Hertz, who of-
ten speaks publicly on air-quality is-
sues.  lo that end. he chose
zeroVOC  (volanle organic com-
1)01111(!\'] mterior |):1i|!1‘ which emits
no pollutants. And instead of sol-

vents, he went with natral linsced

and wng oils on exposed wood
beams. Finally, Hertz opred for bur-
nished concrete floors nstead of
carpet, which can also harbor unwanted mold, The surface, as it tnns

The kids ricle therr bioveles onit,” he savs. “And

out, has another bonus.

if they spill something, we can hose it ol vight out the tront door” —



